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SOUTHERN RAIL LINK, PLANNING AND TRANSPORT RESEARCH CENTRE REPORT, COST BREAK 
DOWN 

1851. Hon Alan Cadby to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure 

I refer to the Planning and Transport Research Centre (PATREC) report that was released in February 2004 on 
the South West Metropolitan Railway. Previous reports prepared for the Coalition Government on the SWMR 
provided a breakdown of a number of values for futures costs and benefits for the options of rail versus bus. For 
example recurrent costs, user benefits, externality befits, increased fare revenue, residual value, net present 
value, NPV/capital cost, benefit cost ratio, and internal rate of return. Only a few of these figures are provided 
for in this report. Will the Minister please advise - 

(1) Why does the PATREC report not provide a full costing breakdown and comparison of bus versus 
railway? 

(2) Will the Minister table the cost comparison break down in Parliament? 

(3) If yes, when will this occur? 

(4) If not, why not? 

Hon KEN TRAVERS replied: 

(1)-(4)   The report by the Planning and Transport Research Centre (PATREC) was independently prepared.  
The research team from PATREC used a number of different measures to determine the overall worth 
of the South West Metropolitan Railway and referred to the previous research carried out by Sinclair 
Knight Merz  (SKM) in 1999 to enable the comparison of a number of measures of performance.  The 
PATREC report was by no means intended to be a complete re-run of the earlier SKM report, but was 
intended as being an independent review of the ‘Triple Bottom Line’ of the South West Metropolitan 
Railway.  The PATREC report built upon the earlier work to better understand the triple bottom line, to 
describe and (as far as possible) quantify the potential economic, environmental and other benefits and 
costs to the community in current and future generations of developing a rail-based public transport 
system in Perth’s southern suburbs, compared with continuing to rely predominantly on extension and 
development of a road-based passenger transport system which currently exists in this area. 

The PATREC report published sufficient data to support the principle findings of its study.  The authors 
of the report have advised that there is a significant body of data that exists covering most of the areas 
covered in the question, these being: recurrent costs, user benefits, externality befits, increased fare 
revenue, residual value, net present value, NPV/capital cost, benefit cost ratio, and internal rate of 
return.  A number of these, including Internal Rate of Return, capital costs, benefit cost ratio are 
included in the report, other measures have been calculated but not included. 

 


